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Inside this
Three university students attempt suicide
week
Angel dePara
Contributing Writer
At the mid-way point
of the fall semester, Fairfield
University officials confirmed
a grim statistic: there were three
attempted suicides at Fairfield.
"Generally we have
about four or five suicide attempts in a year," Director of
Security Todd Pelazza, who has
been with the Fairfield University security department for 20
years, said. "We are a little high
this year."
Pelazza declined to reveal the location or dates of the
suicide attempts.
"The stress peak periods are at the beginning of the
year, due to the adjustment to a
new school year," Pelazza said,
"and at the end of the school
year when there are a lot of
stresses on the students."
Fairfield is not alone
in coping with this problem. For
example, The Chronicle of
Higher Education reported that
Michigan State University had

six suicides during the 19961997 academic year, while
Oxford University had three
student suicides.
In response, Oxford
strengthened their advising and
counseling services, especially
those offered to first-year students; the school is also trying
to get more students involved

to speak with counselors, faculty, and any others who interact directly with the students, according to The
Chronicle.
The counseling center in Dolan Hall and the
Health Center at Fairfield
University provide confidential counseling sessions with
trained professionals.Theuni-

iir

'The most frequently seen catalyst in suicide attempts is alcohol
because it lowers inhibitions and in
those who are already depressed...
[it] heightens the depression.'??

in campus activities.
University .of Virginia, created a suicide prevention program that brings
suicide experts to the campus

versity has three full-time
counselors Elise Harrison,
Susan Birge, Cynthia Swift to
help students with problems.
"We are all on hand

to deal with any difficulties that
may come up," Harrison said. "
There is also a counselor on duty
24 hours a day, in case there is an
emergency, there will be someone to respond."
Pelazza said that the
university follows a procedure
when handling an attempted suicide.
"In the case of an attempted suicide by a student,
they are first attended by security, who are all E.M.T.' s [Emergency Medical Technicians],"
he said, "trained to deal with
such medical crises."
"The security officers
will then attend to the situation
as best they can, and then get the
student to the Health Center or
to the hospital," Pelazza said.
"Because a student is involved,
security would then contact residence life, who would then contact the Health Center or secu-

Continued on page 3

Driver slams into three parked cars
Maura Parsons
News Editor
A university student
took his friend's jeep out for a
spin last Saturday night and
wound up with a police record
after smashing into three parked
vehicles.
According to university security reports, the accident took place at approximately
11:38 p.m. on Nov. 15 on the
road beside Campion Hall. The
suspect, a male freshman, fled
the scene of the accident after
crashing into the cars. The
Fairfield police department
charged the suspect on Sunday
with evading responsibility and
reckless operation of a vehicle.
The suspect's name was not officially released at press time.
Mike Lauzon, assistant
director of security, said that
security located the vehicle
driven by the suspect 20 minutes after he fled the accident.
The suspectparked the jeep, also
damaged in the crash, in the

photo: A. Miller
This is one of the victim's car.
nearby Jogues parking lot. The
suspect, who was not the owner
of the black Jeep Cherokee that
he was driving, turned himself
in on Sunday, Nov. 16 at noon,
Lauzon said.
Lauzon said that both
the suspect and his passenger,
an unidentified male undergraduate student, denied that
the suspect was speeding or
driving recklessly. "The driver
said that he took his eyes off
the road," Lauzon said.

Yet, one eyewitness
to the accident tells a different
story. Becki Riedel '98 was a
passenger in another car that
witnessed the entire crash. She
said that the suspect was speeding. "It was like a scene in a
movie. It was surreal," she
said. "He was driving so fast.
After he passed Loyola, he
gunned his acceleration. I
could tell that he wasn't going
to make it around the turn past
Campion and he collided into

the cars."
"He didn't stop at all,"
Reidel continued. "I watched him
leave the scene of the accident."
Lauzon said that the suspect denied consuming alcohol
before driving his friend's Jeep.
Yet, his passenger told security
that the suspect may have consumed a beer before getting behind the wheel of the vehicle but
he wasn't sure. Security could not
confirm that alcohol was a factor
in the accident.
Three students had to be
notified by security that their cars
were damaged in the accident. One
of the students, Jaime Turner '00,
was told by security just after midnight that her car was hit by the
suspect. Turner's Jeep Wrangler
received body damage including
a broken tail light, dents, and
scratches.
"I was angered," Turner
said. "I paid $60 to park on campus and I expect my car to be safe.
It's a shame that stuff like this
happens and people can't own up

Continued on p. 4
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Campus Beat
John Griffith
Co-Assistant A&E Editor
Nov. 5
-11:19 p.m.- A student was caught with possession of drugs and drug
paraphernalia in Dolan. The case was referred to Judicial. "
Nov. 6
-10:05 a.m.-The Connecticut State Police Bomb Squad was called to
McAuliffe Hall after a suspicious package was delivered. Upon examination of the
package, it was found to not contain any explosives.
-8:08 p.m.-Harassment. A student in Gonzaga reported receiving harassing
phone calls from another student. The case is under investigation.
Nov. 8
-2:58 a.m.- Assault. A student was arrested for attacking a health center
employee.
-3:59 a.m.- Assault. A student and a non-student got into a fight at a
townhouse party after the non-student refused to leave the party. The case was sent
to Judicial.
-9:57 a.m.- Harassment. Obscene phone calls were made to a student in
Jogues. The suspect was identified.
Nov. 9
-1:24 a.m.- Trespassing. A non-student was arrested for coming back on
campus after being issued a criminal trespass warning earlier in the school year.
Nov. 10
-2:41 a.m.- Security transported an intoxicated male to the health center
after the male was vomiting due to alcohol.
Nov. 11
-4:04 a.m.- A Connecticut Post delivery van hit the open security gate.
There were no injuries, but there was damage to the vehicle.
Nov. 12
-2:22 a.m.- Security assisted a Loyola resident after the RA found an
intoxicated student lying on the hall floor

Town Beat
Maura Parsons
News Editor
Kenneth Flatto was sworn in as First Selectman ofFairfield on Nov. 17. The
swearing-in ceremony took place at Fairfield High School. Paul Audley officially
stepped down as First Selectman last Monday.
Fairfield police reports indicate that there have been several instances of
mailbox vandalism at residences on Fairfield Beach Road. All of the mailboxes have
been knocked off the posts. Fairfield police have been investigating these incidents.

Classifieds
*** EARN FREE TRIPS & CASH!***
CLASS TRAVEL needs students to promote Spring Break 1998! Sell 15 trips &
travel free! Highly motivated students can earn a free trip & over $10,000!
ChooseCancun, Bahamas, Mazatlan, Jamaica or Florida! North America's largest
student tour operator! Call Now! 1-800-838-6411

*** Spring Break,... "Take 2"***
Hiring Reps! Sell 15... Take 2 Free. Hottest Destinations! Free Parties, Eats, Drinks,
SunSplash 1-800-426-7710 www.sunsplashtours.com

RELIABLE SPRING BREAK TOURS
Bahamas, Cancun, & Ski Trips! FREE FOOD & FREE DRINKS! Sign Up before
Nov.30. Organize a group - travel free. Call for Details and free brochure. Call 1(888)
SPRING BREAK Today!

CHEERS

BOOS

to Happy Birthday to our Editor in
Chief Christine... to random Joe.... to the
Bridgeport tea party.... to the D.M.S.
crew.... to "that" girl.... to good friends....
to getting some guy to steal a girl's bra,
wear it and dothe hoola.... Happy Birthday
to the Camel... to Candi the exotic dancer....
kudos to Montreal... Le Chateau de Super
Sexe... Harvey's... William Wallace... to
finding Sodexho world headquarters in
Montreal... to big daddy Double Down...
THE shot war... Happy Birthday to Dave
- Rick's friend... Dave the busdriver who
'saved our lives... to Reuben's Deli... DJ's
Pub... border patrol... to your roommate...
to "U-S-A"... to 7.3% XXX alcohol... Ha
choon... Tag team wrestling... to hanging
with the guys in Montreal... late night
pranking... to making it to the casino on
the metro... to UMASS people... to the
cute guy at the accident... to Johanna's
Canadian culture study... to Meghan the
bartender... to Jeffs outfit... to the announcer. .. Happy Birthday to Meegan.. .to
JP's hair... to a safe ride home... to
"strokin"...toBarry White... to "poussez"...
to Wayne the bartender... to hurricanes...
to 3 hours of sleep all weekend... to Sean
Connery one-liners... to ordering 32 beers
at once... to Otis the bus driver... to "I
shagged her rotten baby YAA!!!!!.... to
FU students for taking over PJ's... to "I
want three feet. THREE FEET."... to
Goodfellas... to TG for being the only one
on the dance floor... to Crescent street... to
the adventures of Laverne and Shirley....
to the looney-toon virus spreading.... to
ODOH.... to a great night in the city.... to
gum flying out of my mouth.... to the
winking game.... to a lifetime supply of
Reeses Peanut Butter Cups.... to mom for
doing everything in her power so I can
register.... to Buf fy for cramming 8 people
in her car.... tp skipping class to goto
IHOP.... to DJ' s pub night..... to the boys in
the Irish pub who bought us shots.... to $1
drafts.... to sleepovers.... to L.R. for hooking up twice in one weekend.... to wishin'
andhopin'inRollCall....toAmy'scrush...
to "Justin" time for Tootsie Roll.... Kylewe love you.... to "moose, moose, moose,
moose, moose".... to Domenic from Katie
and Stephanie... to our Frank Sinatra.... to
Missy andBrad.... to theNEACURH nut....
to bidding again-road trip '98.... to Ithaca
College and NEACURH '97... to movie
cameras.... to getting knocked down and
getting up again....to the matchmaking
planfor 198 nights....to girls night out....to
salt.... to SBC.... to softcore.... to pantyhose
and whipped cream.... to BJ's... .to getting
your work done even with that deadhead
in your room... to tag -team Kennedys....
to Caitlin' s Baton Rouge.... to the Monday
night power hour.... to the girls of Gonzaga
1 forhelping me when I was down.... to the
Cows-great job guys.... to the Tijuana 3
Prospect House.... to hooking up with the
last of the long haired boys.... to falling in
love.... to parking illegally & not getting a
ticket....to cursing ablue strek...to making
the perfect birthday cake...to finally turning 21.. . .toHappy Birthday Benedetta love
the Mirror... to Campion 2... Happy B irthday Mommy... to the nyquill - night cap...

to the Sidetracks curse.... to freshmen
who think that they are hot stuff.... to
creeping deadlines.... to inconsiderate
roommates whodon'tshutup....to what's
up with Lucky Charms and Special K....
to men -1 hope my housemates recover....
to being right all along.... to St. Lawerence
street... to the walk to St. Lawerence
street... to the elevator man... to the bouncers at the campus club... to shaggin' her
rotten... to Hard Rock beer prices... to the
man with the hat in Burger King... to
"don't touch me ever again or I will hurt
you"... to not being able to speak French...
to many of the rude natives of Montreal...
to the fights in Montreal... to no late night
lap dances... bartenders asking for tips...
to "The Man"... to trying to find a liquor
store... to crashing on the way to
Montreal... to lUck... to registration... to
Burger King... to getting beat up by a
girl... to being a party pooper... to guns...
to losing everybody on the way to Cheers.. .
to losing money at the casino... to people
who pick Providence over Montreal... to
staying home to study... to spending $250
• at Hard Rock... to not knowing how to
work the elevator... to losing P.J.s... to
not being sober in Montreal... to not being able to get a table at the casino... to
having "oranges" what the heck are
they?... to the mouth on the bus... to the
drive up to Montreal... to the perverts on
the subway.... to missing the train.... to
the log between the two TH blocks-watch
out.... to the chic magnet.... to passing out
in BK... to hickeys.... to the guys from
Toronto.... to the talk about the exchange
rate.... to the bus accident... to puking
next to a tree on the street.... to Burger
King... to seeing "it".... to my political
career being ruined... to that Ithaca
snow....to being mommed 24-7.... to
people that constantly need approval....
to retiring early on the weekend.... to
drunken creeps who desecrate your door
for no reason....to Yale's vault...to slamhounds who hang around Beirut tables....
to 24-hour hangovers.... to Tuesday morning literature....to guys who jump around
spilling o.j.-when you just can't handle
it.... to thinking that you didn't want him
anymore but now you just could.... to
friends from home who were supposed to
visit you but didn't to loud, obnoxious
people...to geting ill....to gomer pile...to
the registrar....to unplanned schedule
changes...to demands for money...to
pointless phone conversations. ..to people
who incessantly sob...to having a fifth
housemate...to being underage when all
of your friends aren't....to boyfriends who
talk of engagement....to this stupid
science
requirement....tobroken
refridgerators...to always being tired...to
having class till 5:30 on the Tuesday
before Thanksgiving...to Puff...to letters
from estranged friends...to having to barricade your townhouse doors...to the death
mobile.. .to early morning phone calls. ..to
boyfriends who don't call when they
say...to having 5 cigarettes in 10
minutes...to one misunderstanding after
another....to not being allowed to listen to
the radio...to BK, the dictator...to stuck
up interviewers...to notenough sleep ever
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Students leave the door open for burglaries
Elizabeth Dejesu
Contributing Writer
You probably never think twice
about it as you shove a notebook in the
door of the residence hall so the Domino's
delivery man can bring the pizza up directly to your room.
Yet, shoving objects in the doors,
"door propping," opens up the residence
hall to anyone coming in and is the biggest cause of theft on campus, Todd
Pelaza, Director of Security at Fairfield
University said.
"Actually 99 percent of all burglaries occur on campus because of unlocked doors and they could be prevented," Pelazza said.
Security reported that last year.
576 residence hall doors were found
propped open and 281 windows or doors
to rooms were found left open. Besides
removing the propped objects from the
door, other courses of action have been
taken by security. If a person is found in
the process of propping a door open,
security will document him/her and send
the report to Judicial, said Pelazza said.
In addition to the door propping,
there are other ways that provide easy
access to the residence halls, Pelazza said.
Strangers walk in behind students, many
of whom hold the door open for them.
Students already in the building might
often open the door if a person standing
outside bangs on the window.

The Gonzaga door is propped open.

Students agree that it is simple
for anyone to get into the residence halls.
"Yes, it is easy to get into the dorms
because there are always other people to
open the doors for you," Brook Arthur
'00 said.

photo: Brian Kelly

Carol Mclntyre '00 said, "The only
time it isn't easy to get in is after midnight, but
even then people will hold doors."
Resident assistants deal with the problem of door propping on a daily basis, Becki

Fairfield introduces Project Excel

Riedel, a resident assistant in Regis
said. Even if the doors are just being
held open while someone is outside
smoking a cigarette, Riedel said it is
a resident assistant's duty to respond.
"We're aware of the problem and we know that propping doors
is for convenience," Reidel said, "but
we always check during rounds."
So what can be done to stop
the growing number of doors propped
open on campus?
"There needs to be constant
reinforcement from everyone about
the importance of locking doors and
not keeping doors to the dorms
propped open," Pelazza said. "And if
you see someone propping a door
open, say something or un-prop it."
Pelazza's report on university crime in 1996 found 91 reported
cases of larceny/theft and 29 burglaries.
There is a strong chance that
any university student will be one of
the victims of the 120 larcenies, thefts,
and burglaries reported on campus
last year. "That is true, and it's scary
and I' ve never thought of it," Mclntyre
said.

Attempted
suicides on
campus
Continued from pg. 1

Dana Ambrosini
Assistant News Editor
A new program at Fairfield
University, Project Excel, is kicking off
its first year. Project Excel is designed
to help undergraduate students who are
from low-income families, are the first
generation in their family to attend a
four-year college, or have a learning
disability. The program is funded by a
federal grant of $720,000 for the next
four years.
Dr. Georgia O'Day, assistant
academic vice president, serves as director of the new project. O'Day is
aided by program coordinator
Sherylann Rosenbergen and Kenita
Dickerson, student academic counselor.
Project Excel seeks to ease
the transition to college for 150 students selected that meet the criteria of
the program. Students selected for the
program will be given assistance in areas such as academic services, career
planning, financial aid, and searching
for outside scholarships.
Federal government research
indicates that students falling into the
categories specified by the program are
less likely to graduate from college.
These students may be in need of additional counseling services. Rosenbergen

said that students benefiting from the
Project Excel program are more than
twice as likely to remain in college as
students from a similar background
that do not participate. "Success is a
blended effort requiring everyone's
participation," Dickerson said.

as eligible to apply for Project Excel and
applications for the program have already been
received.
The program focuses predominantly
on the '00 and '01 classes, but students from
any class may apply. The Program coordinators are also making high school students aware
of the opportunities that the program offers.
Project
Excel initiatives in^^=^=======z
elude cultural field
trips as well as
group tutoring programs. Fairfield
Alumni are being
recruited to serve as
tutors. So far, three
university graduates have been
hired for about one
and a half hours of
tutoring a week,
yet, Rosenbergen is
looking for about
12 more tutors. The
tutors will be responsible for contacting professors in classes where the program's students are struggling.
Project Excel is looking to guarantee
graduation in four years for at least 65 percent
of its students, and five years for 70 percent.
Although the program is funded for only four
years, the university can reapply for the grant
after four years expire.

"Success is a blended effort requiring everyone's
participation."

Project Excel is not an exclusive program. Students involved would
still be eligible to benefit from other
Fairfield programs. The directors of
Fairfield's Offices of Multicultural
Relations, Athletic Academic Support,
and Student Support Services have
offered support in helping to integrate
the new program into the university.
Already, over 14 percent of
Fairfield students have been identified

rity would contact the counseling center directly."
According to Pelazza,
the student would have to undergo a psychiatric evaluation at
either the Health Center or the
hospital.
Harrison said that after
the counseling center has conducted the evaluation, the student is placed on medical withdrawal from the university and
must undergo treatment before
they can be readmitted into the
university.
"The most frequently
seen catalyst in suicide attempts
is alcohol because it lowers inhibitions," Pelazza said, "and in
those who are already depressed
alcohol only heightens the depression."
The following are warning signs that a person may attempt suicide: previous suicide
attempts or gestures, suicide
threats, feelings of failure and
unworthiness, depression moodiness, apathy, withdrawal and selfisolation.
If you or someone that
you know have experienced these
feelings for a period longer than
two weeks please call the counseling center at ext. 2146. All
calls are strictly confidential.
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Fulbright opportunites at Fairfield
Megan McDonald
Contributing Writer
"We must dare to think about
'unthinkable things'because when things
become unthinkable, thinking stops and
action becomes mindless."
These words, spoken by J. William Fulbright, are reflective of the goals
of the Fulbright program, offered by
Fairfield University not only for senior
undergraduate students, but also for
graduate students are even faculty. More
than a dozen Fairfield students have been
awarded this prestigious scholarship.
The Fulbright Program was created in 1946, following World War II, by
the United States Congress in the hopes
of renewing diplomatic relations with
other countries through educational and.
cultural exchanges. It was not until 1983
that the Fulbright program was introduced to Fairfield under the guidance of
Dr. Beverly Kahn, the associate dean of
the College of Arts and Sciences.
"The Fulbright Program is the
most cost effective form of U.S. diplomacy," Kahn said. "The program offers
mutual understanding on a person-toperson basis in a new and exciting environment through friendship, openness,
academic integrity and intellectual freedom," Kahn said.

Although the Fulbright Program reaches across the United States,
with over 800 applicants from across the
country, it is an extremely competitive
program. In 1997 alone, 4,379 applications were received, and only 923 grants
were available. The level of competition varies from program to program,
with the United Kingdom being the most
competitive.
" So how are students chosen for
the Fulbright? Most students who apply
intend on conducting research related to
their major, however, there are also students who apply with the intention of
teaching. The first step of the Fulbright
process is completing a proposal of what
the applicant wished to research or teach.
After the proposal is read and
accepted by Kahn or other members of
the faculty, the application is then completed. The application is then sent to a
national committee where it is reviewed.
By January, the application is
approved by the committee. The committee also checks to make sure that
there is appropriate funding for the specific program that the applicant is interested. Finally, the applicant receives a
letter of acceptance or rejection in late
March or early April, depending on the
program.

Faculty member
recieves accounting
award

Angie Allen' 98, a double major in English and German, hopes to
receive a Fulbright scholarship to teach
in Germany.
"Applying was difficult and
it took a lot of work, but it's worth it,"
Allen said. "Being accepted into the
Fulbright Program would be the most
rewarding experience that I can think
of. It takes everything I have learned
here at Fairfield and more, and brings
it into an entirely new realm of experience.
"Being totally removed from

what is comfortable and familiar to me is a
challenge I will readily accept if I am chosen," Allen said.
Since 1983, Fairfield has had 13
students accepted to the Fulbright Program,
most who have gone on to pursue such things
as medical school, law school, and other
prestigious research and teaching jobs.
"All returnees from the Fulbright
are in Ph.D. programs with full funding,"
Kahn said. "I think that not only speaks for
the caliber of students here at Fairfield, but
also of the benefits of the Fulbright Program."

Car accident
continued from p.l
to it."
Abbie Miller '00, whose 1986
Buick Centry suffered the most damage of the three cars, also was angered
by the accident.
"He fled the scene of the
crime," Miller said. "He should not be
driving on this campus. It is so senseless the lack of respect that some people
have for other people's property."
Miller along with several witnesses confronted the suspect after security released his identity to her. "I
talked to him to find out his story,"
Miller said. "I wanted to make it a
reality; I wanted him to see a face
behind the car."

Sara Friel '00 did not find out
about the damage to her 1996 Pathfinder
until late Sunday night. "I play basketball
and we were away in Miami for the weekend," Friel said. "I came back to find
three voice messages from security saying that my car was damaged."
Like Turner's jeep, Friel's vehicle received mostly dents and scratches.
Miller said that the cost of fixing
her car may exceed the car's worth. Both
Turner and Miller are waiting on their
insurance companies to determine the
price tag of the damage. Friel already
received a $1500 estimate to repair the
body damages oh her Pathfinder.

Accelerate your studies.
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photo courtesy: CSPA
CSPA PR-The Connecticut
Society of Certified Public Accountants
(CSCPA) honored Patricia M. Poli, CPA,
Ph.D. of South Norwalk with one of two
1997 CSCPA "Committee Member of
the Year" awards. The award was presented to her during the CSCPA Annual
Awards Dinner and Dance held recently
at the Four Points Hotel, Waterbury.
Dr. Poli is an assistant professor of accounting at Fairfield University. She received her Bachelor of Science degree in accounting from the
University of Connecticut and her Ph.D.
in accounting from New York University. Dr. Poli is currently serving as

chair of the CPA society's Publications
Committee and as a member of its Professional Ethics Committee. She is also
a member of the American Institute of
CPAs.
The Connecticut Society of
CPAs is celebrating its 89th year of service to membership and community alike.
CSPCA has a current membership of
more than 6,100 individuals in public
practice, business and industry, government, and education. Its function to provide continuing professional education
opportunities, a comprehensive peer review program, and a variety of membership services for CPAs in Connecticut.

Happy T\irkey Day!
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Signs of Life....
The Country Mouse and the City Mouse
Ann Marie Spota
Jessica Vaughan
Staff Writers
This is the story of the
country mouse and the city
mouse, the familiar children's
book about an unlikely friendship. Looking back at the beginning of our friendship, four years
ago, we now realize that our story
is similar to that of the country
mouse and the city mouse.
Ann Marie: When I
first met Jessica, three and a half
years ago, she was just another
girl on my floor in my dorm. We
were all freshmen and the first
semester at school was the time
to meet the people who would be
your friends for the next four
years of your life. My roommate
had been my best friend since
kindergarten, sol wasn'tparticularly eager to find a new female
companion.
I always saw Jessica
walking around the dorm, eating
at Dolan, or even hanging out at
Kelly's on a Thursday night, but
we never went out together. I
met her roommate during the first
weeks of school and would stop
by their room to visit a lot, but I
never spoke to Jessica other than
Smalltalk. She just seemed very
suburban, she didn't seem like
any of my friends from New York
City. While I was going to bars in
the city, Jessica was going to
house parties with beer balls. I
never even knew what a beer ball
was until I came to school here.
On the surface, we didn't have
anything in common. As an Italian girl with dark brown hair and
brown eyes, I was out buying
platform shoes, while the Irish
girl from down the hall with light
brown hair and hazel eyes was
shopping for Tevas.
Jessica: When I made
my decision to come to Fairfield
University, my mother was
pleased. She said that, "Everyone will be just like you." She
swallowed her words really fast
the first day my family moved
me into the dorms. As my mother
and I nervously unpacked my
things, we heard a knock at the
door. The door opened and a
very Italian looking girl appeared.
"Do you have any Windex?" she
asked in the thickest New York
accent, I hardly understood her.
Scared out of my wits, I gave her
my bottle of Windex and told her
to keep it. As she left the room,
my mother saw the look on my
face-1 snapped "Yeah right, everyone is just like me!"
This was my first encounter with Ann Marie. I never
knew we would become such
close friends. On the surface, the

two of us look completely different -Ann Marie was very
Italian and slightly high maintenance. Her idea of just
"throwing something on" was
a two-hour process, where on
the other hand, I was ready in
twenty minutes.
You wouldn't believe how shocked I was when
Ann Marie became friends
with my roommate. Ann
Marie used to come into my
room for hour long conversations about herself and her
boyfriend. The things I used
to overhear made me think
people from New York City
were from a
completely
different
planet:
Ann
Marie:
In
February of
freshman year,
my friends and
I were all going to Kelly's
for
my
roommate's
boyfriend's
birthday.
Jessica's
roommate had
just gotten arrested in the New
Jersey fake license scandal,
so I figured I'd stop by
Jessica's room and ask her if
she wanted to come out with
us, since her friends wouldn't
be going out for a while. She
agreed right away and seemed
excited. We went out that
night and for some reason, I
knew this was only the beginning of the good times we
would spend together.
Jessica: Ann Marie
really broke down some of
my stereotypes about "city
people" the night she came to
invite me out with her and her
friends. Even though I was a
little intimidated, not knowing if I would have anything
to say to her, I went along
anyway. I figured that I had
nothing to lose by going.
Freshmen year is the time to
make new friends from all
walks of life -my friends from
home would have been
shocked to find out that I was
hanging with "city people."
Kelly's was great
that night - we hung out and I
began to realize even though
Ann Marie was from a different background, we really did
get along.
Ann Marie: It's
funny to watch us interact together. Whenever Jessica and
I go into the city, I always
have to drive because she's

too scared. She also makes us
take taxis -everywhere because
she's scared of the subway. I
remember one occasion when we
went to a bar, sophomore year.
We were walking in the middle
of the East Village on a Saturday
night and I turned around to find
that Jessica was no longer next to
me. I got nervous, but then I saw
her bending over on the sidewalk
picking up a gum wrapper I had
thrown on the ground. She
couldn't believe that I had littered and thought nothing of it.
It's not something I'm proud of,
but it kind of comes naturally to
me.

family can cook and no one is
ever home at the same time to
eat together.
Yet, I willingly accepted and went along, although I became very confused once I got there. Ann
Marie asked me if I wanted a
lot of gravy on my pasta.
Stunned that these people put
brown gravy on pasta caused
me to become very skeptical
to sit down at the table. As it
came closer todinner, (which
by the way was at 4:00 in the
afternoon), I because more
and more nervous. I didn't
want to be rude, but I knew I
would hate
pasta with
brown gravy
on it.

She always used to ask me
how Santa Claus got into my
apartment on Christmas and
when I told her that my parent
told me his reindeer landed on
my balcony, she didn't seem
pleased with my answer.
I think it's also funny
how Jessica has such a warped
concept of people from New York
City. She was deathly afraid of
all my friends from the city, but
once she met them, she realized
they are some of the nicest, friendliest people she had ever met.
She also doesn't think I had a
normal childhood. I tried to explain to her that I was an average
kid, just like her, but she didn't
seem to get it. For some odd
reason, she thought that I used to
play in fire hydrants when I was
a kid.
She also didn't think
that I ever went trick-or-treating
because I live in an apartment
building. She always used to ask
me how Santa Claus got into my
apartment on Christmas and when
I told her that my parents told me
his reindeer landed on my balcony, she didn't seem pleased
with my answer. I then explained
that a five-year-old kid would
believe anything if they believe
in Santa Claus, but she is still
partial to the traditional chimney
Santa.
Jessica: Looking back
over the past three and a half
years of mine and Ann Marie's
friendship, we really did learn a
lot. Sophomore year, Ann
Marie's family invited me for
Sunday dinner. The whole concept of a family, sit-down dinner
was totally foreign to me for the
simple reason that no one in my

Four p.m. arrived and it
was time for
dinner. However, to my
surprise, there
was no brown
gravy - the
term was used
to describe the
sauce. Where
I come from,
sauce is sauce, or on special
occasions, Ragu.

As far as Ann Marie trying
to live in the suburbs, she couldn't
handle the peace and quiet. If she
ever sleeps at my house, she always
says that she gets a bad night's sleep.
She always complains about the crickets, and that she's used to falling
asleep to city street noises.
I would have to say that as
different as our lifestyles are, we have
begun to change our ways. I now take
two hours to get ready and must perfect my make-up before I leave the
house. Ann Marie even bought a pair
of Tevas; not that you will ever see
them on her feet, but just the fact that
I know she has them is enough.
Now when people are looking for either one of us, or calls on the
phone, our name has somehow
molded into one, "AnnMarienJess."
It's rare to see us apart, and despite all
of our differences, it's also rare to see
us fighting. We have learned to complete each other's sentences and often
go around on a different wavelength
that is uniquely our own.
We have found that the statement "opposites attract" holds true.
Although we are very different, we
have managed to see past our differences and even learn to like a lot of the
same things. Looking back at the two
of us freshman year, no one would
have ever picked us to become such
good friends. We truly are the country mouse and the city mouse.

photo courtesy: A. Spota and J. Vaughan
The dynamic duo
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Cyberdating: Take a ride on the
Internet highway of love
Jodi DiGregorio
Campus Life Editor
It's Saturday night, and the only
date you have is with the remote for your
TV. You're bored, lonely, and looking for
some company. How about cruising the
Internet for a cyberdate? All you really
need is a modem — and maybe a little
imagination.
Cyberdating — forming romantic relationships over the Internet — is
growing in popularity. More and more
people log in to chat rooms in hopes of
meeting that special someone. With 30
million online users, the number of electronic romances is rising but what is so
exciting about cyberdating? Has the traditional system of meeting, courting, and
falling in love gotten lost somewhere in
cyberspace?
Cyberdating allows people to
escape from a boring and sometimes painful reality. You can flirt with people you
are never going to meet and pretend you' re
someone you're not, all the while maintaining your privacy. You are free to
screen potential dates when words, not
appearances, are the only judge of character. However, cyberdating has serious disadvantages.
According to a recent article in
The Wall Street Journal, online relationships can result in deep intellectual and
emotional bonds, since the focus is not on
physical characteristics. However, without those physical characteristics to provide a reality check, the person on the
other side of the screen is imagined as the
ideal mate, and it therefore becomes easy
to gain a false sense of security.

May Moreno, a sales representative in New Jersey, told The Wall
Street Journal that she finds a certain
intimacy online that she doesn't find
offline, where she feels she would have
to be conscious of her looks in order to
keep a man interested. "There's an
intimacy totally beyond anything that
I could put into words," she said.

are popping up everywhere. For example, in
December 1996, a Ph.D. candidate at Columbia University in New York City was
arrested after having dinner with a woman he
met online, inviting her to his apartment to
watch a video, then allegedly tying up, gagging, torturing, and sexually abusing her for
20 hours.
Two years ago, a man from Chi-

Unlike the real world, which involves real time, cyberspace time is
compressed. People have a tendency
to ride the relationship rollercoaster
in anywhere from two days to two
weeks.
Yet, on many occasions, this
"intimacy" leaves as quickly as it arrives. Unlike in the real world, which
involves real time, cyberspace time is
compressed. People have a tendency
to ride the relationship rollercoaster in
anywhere from two days to two weeks.
Many are left feeling disappointed,
hurt, and depressed when these cyberromances end because the level of intimacy was so high.
Another serious cyberdating
issue is safety. Internet horror stories

cago took a woman from his Internet group
to an abandoned apartment and repeatedly
raped her for eight hours. He even went
online with his chat group to brag about what
a wonderful time they were having. Stories
like these make us question the safety of
cyberdating.
Many online users assume false
personas, therefore it is impossible to know
exactly who you are chatting with. And while
there are a lot of strange people .online, there
are weirdos everywhere — in cyberspace, in
singles bars, at parties, maybe even next
door.

However, as Gail Thackeray, a
computer-crime prosecutor, told Cosmopolitan, "For a sociopath, the Internet is
absolutely the best crime scene ever invented." People can easily be deceptive,
as well as easily deceived. Real life sex
abusers cruise the Internet, luring vulnerable women first into online relationships, and then into face-to-face meetings that end violently.
The woman raped by her
Internet "friend" in Chicago told Cosmopolitan, "I was 30, had just started a new
job... and was coming off the breakup of
a long live-in relationship. I was uncertain about how to get back into dating,
and this seemed a safe and secure thing."
Sex criminals are looking for women
with weak spots such as this.
Extreme caution must be taken
when pursuing online relationships.
While it can be almost intoxicating to
share private things withsomeone you' ye
never met, remember that you can neither see nor hear the person you are
chatting with. For all you know, you
could be conversing with a serial killer.
That's why personal information, such
as telephone number, home address, and
social security number should never be
given out.
If you' re planning to meet someone you've been chatting online with,
Thackeray advises to meet in a public
place where there are witnesses. Also
tell someone who you are meeting and
where. "Assume that you know nothing
but the Halloween mask you' ve met electronically," she said. "In real life, a normal person is never going to outsmart a
career con-man."

The rise of grade inflation
Amanda Writer
Contributing Writer
Grade inflation is a rising problem at schools across the country, especially at highly selective private colleges
like Fairfield University.
"Grade inflation isn't new at
Fairfield. I remember having conversations about it 15 to 18 years ago," Alfred
Benney, a religion professor at Fairfield
said.
"The big question is whether a C
or B is an average grade," he said.
Statistics reported in The
Chronicle ofHigher Education show that
there is a large increase in cumulative
grades at private universities in the past
few years. At Lehigh, the average GPA is
a 2.9, up from 2.6 in 1974. At Georgetown
University, 42 percent of grades given in
1994 were A's. The mean grade point
average at Duke University rose from a
2.7 in 1969 to 3.3 last fall.
Benney said that the problem
lies in the two different standards in grading. First, he said, a professor must follow
university standards by grading with traditional A's, B's, C's, D's, and F's. Yet,

at the same time they follow cumulative standards which are a 4.0 for an A,
3.0 for a B, 2.0 for a C, etc.
"The problem is a C is considered 'satisfactory,' but its cumulative equivalent of a 2.0 is not," he said.
When questioned about a rise
in GPAs at Fairfield University, Robert Russo from University Registrar
said his office had no record of annual
GPAs.
Dr. Mary Frances Malone,
associate Academic Vice President,
said, "There are no scientific studies
verifying what is going on."
One attempt at reducing grade
inflation, Malone said, came "when
they changed grade structure in attempt to stabilize grades." This change
was the institution of plus and minus
grades ratherthanjust full letter grades.
Although she does not know the exact
date of this change, she said that it was
done prior to her arrival on campus six
years ago.
The Chronicle cited a draft
of a report from Georgetown which
explained, "We do not set high enough
academic standards for our students

and as a result they are not achieving their full
academic potential."
But are low academic standards the
true problem?
Dr. Elizabeth Boquet, English professor at Fairfield said they are not. "There
are more opportunities to take work in more
interesting direction," she said. Boquet went
on to say that in today's society there are so
many more fields to pursue that there used to
be. This makes it easier for students to take
a path which they find a lot more interesting,
resulting in better grade performance.
A recent analysis of the nationwide
problem in The Chronicle says that grades
have also been rising because, "students have
more latitude to escape poor marks than they
once did." This means students are dropping
courses more often and persuading teachers
to raise their grades.
Boquet and Benney both said that
they would change a grade if a student presented a strong argument.
However, Benney said he is not
keen on rewrites. He said that if a teacher's
door is always open before the due date, than
a student should take advantage of it and
hand in their best work at the appropriate
time. "In the real world they will not be able

to do rewrites," he said.
Dr. Sallyanne Ryan, head of the
Communications Department at Fairfield,
says that she does not believe in curving
exam grades. However, she did say, "If
the grades are skewed, I might consider
looking carefully at the content of the
exam."
"I go with the idea that it is
harder to get into a good school, than'to
stay in it," Ryan said. For example, The
Chronicle reported a student used a fake
transcript to get into Yale University where
he kept up a B average in the two years
before he was caught and expelled. His
average at the community college where
he started was a 2.1.
Dr. Ben Halm, a professor in the
English department at Fairfield, believes
that grade inflation has caused a transcript not to be a true reflection of ability
anymore. The problem is caused by professors who, "are afraid of getting the
students upset which can lead to bad
evaluations."
Halm says teachers are being
selfish because it is "costing the payer" a
lot of money to attend such a high cost
institution such as Fairfield.
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The scoop on IRHG
Amanda Writer
Contributing Writer
It's the second largest student
run organization on campus and it spends
thousands of room and board dollars
yearly. Yet, a lot of students get a blank
look on their faces when you ask them
about Inter Residence Hall Government.
Participation in IRHG is growing rapidly, and IRHG is trying to
strengthen its profile through events like
New England Day. New England Day is
a carnival-like event held every year at
the end of September, which is organized
and sponsored by IRHG.
At this event, every individual
RHG, Residence Hall Government, creates a booth either to raise money for their
hall or simply to have fun. These booths
range from "Name that Tune" to "Bobbing for Apples." There is also a variety
of bands, which this year included, Pytt,
a death-metal band, Douglas Leader Orchestra, a ska band, and The Bluebeats, a
blues band.
IRHG put a lot more money and
effort into making New England Day a
more successful event than it has been in
past years.
"The attendance tripled this year
and hopefully it will be even bigger next
year," said Jessica Poulin, IRHG president.
In addition to improving New
England Day, IRHG has been working on
starting some new events on campus.
Last year IRHG held a campus wide
game of "Singled Out" at the Levee.
"It packed the Levee," Katie

Schibler, National Communications Coordinator said, in reference to last years
event, "It was a big success."
In all eight resident halls there is a
RHG president, senator, treasurer, and secretary and floor governors who try to make
life more comfortable for the residents. The
IRHG executive board is responsible for
advising each hall and sponsoring larger
events on campus.
Missy Weiss, directorof residence
life and advisor to IRHG, explained the
budgets of each hall. She said that out of a
$30 fee which is built into the cost of room
and board, $20 per-resident goes to the
IRHG and $10 goes to the individual hall
governments.
IRHG has also intensified their
training program for new participants. After they are elected into their positions, all
IRHG members are required to attend a
two-hour training session led by the Executive Board. Participants break down into
their individual positions and discuss questions and anticipations with the Executive
Board members.
"This year we put a little more
time and money into it and gave every
person a binder with all kinds of important
information they will need to be successful
leaders," said Jen Levine, IRHG vicepresident.
Another thing improved upon is
the Executive Board's office in Residence
Life. Schibler describes the improvements,"
We took out the carpet, replaced it with a
new one, and painted the walls. It was pretty
crummy, but we fixed it up this year," A
new computer was also purchased.

Kristine Chiappetta
Mary Kennedy
Contributing Writers
Amidst the hustle and bustle of
registering for classes, reading hundreds
of textbook pages and going to clinical,
nursing students at Fairfield University
still find time to volunteer their time and
expertise to help others. Caring for
patients in area hospitals continues, while
local health fairs and immunization clinics are staffed with student volunteers

and students work with school nurses in
local elementary schools.
The nursing students are also involved right in Fairfield University's "back
yard." For example, in conjunction with
the Fairfield Public Health Department,
juniors and seniors administered immunizations for Influenza and Pneumonia. A
number of future dates are scheduled for
immunizations. Anyone interested in getting a flu shot can call Dr. Phil Greiner at
x2718, or check the master schedule in the
School of Nursing, first floor.

photo: School of Nursing

Get into the holiday spirit
of giving
The holidays are a difficult time of year for many people. Unfortunately, many
families cannot afford to give their children a Thanksgiving meal or presents during
Christmas or Hanukah. All is not lost!! You can help! Circle K is sponsoring a
Thanksgiving Food Drive and Wish Tree to aid those less fortunate than ourselves. We
lave placed collection boxes in the campus center and many of the dorms, which will be

How to get your
foot in the door when
ife firmly locked.

INDUSTRIES
WE SERVICE

Join the fastest growing service in town.
We have the work... now we need you!

Consumer

rd

jicked up on Sunday, November 23 . The food will be donated to the Connecticut Fooc
Bank and given to local families. We are also collecting hats, gloves, and scarves
between now and December 5 to be given to the homeless of New York City. Don't let
old, or outgrown winter clothes collect dust in a closet. Bring them with you when you
come back from Thanksgiving break. You will be keeping someone warm during the

Sometimes the best way to join a great company is
by means of an temporary assignment. It's a chance to
showcase your talents, to prove yourself, and then
advance to a permanent position with the company
of your choice.
|g;|l
Ad-van-tagc has those crucial temporary assignments
that will help jump-start your career. We serve the
leading companies in the most attractive high profile,
high salary industries. And we have immediate short-term
and long-term openings with full-time benefits, including
medical/dental insurance, paid holidays and vacations.

winter and making your Mom happy.
Presents are definitely the best part of the holidays. So be sure to keep a look out
for the Circle K Wish Tree which will be placed in the campus center in a few weeks.

Ad-Van-tage
STAFFING SERVICES
The Advantage That Works!

The names of several needy children who have requested a specific present for the
holidays will be hung on the tree. If you would like to bring a smile to a child's face,
jlease take a name and fulfill that child's wish. For more information about Circle K or
Circle K events, please contact Carrie Byrne at extension 6703.

Call the office nearest you!

Information &
Communications
Products
Financial Services
Business &
Professional Srvcs
Health Care &
Pharmaceuticals

JOB TYPES
Sales Support
Advertising
Marketing
Graphic Artists
Technical Support
Office Admin
Customer Service
Clerical

Shelton, CT

Stamford, CT

Receptionists

Two Enterrisc Dr.
Suite 407
Shclton, CT 0648.4
Tel: 203-925-0050
Fax: 203-925-2605

1055 Washington Blvd.
Stamford, CT 06901
Tel: 203-967-3004
Fax: 203-967-4031

And Everything
In Between!

Data Entry
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From the Editor's
Desk...
With Thanksgiving just around the corner,
it's time to think about what we are grateful for. It
could be that we got the classes we finally wanted,
found a parking spot near classes, or even almost
finished the semester. However, we shouldn't forget the little things in life, because they can be so
much more important
Alpha Sigma Nu is sponsoring a clothing
drive for those that are less fortunate than us.
Donations are due to TH133, the Campus Center,
or the Toolbox by the end of this month.
There is also a food drive sponsored by
Circle K from now until Nov. 23. Donations are to
be placed in boxes in residence hall lounges.
The next issue of the Mirror will be Dec. 11.
The Dec. 11 Mirror is the last issue of the semester.
All submissions are due to the Mirror office or Box
AA by Dec. 7.
Have a safe trip home and a Happy Thanksgiving! See you after the vacation. By the way, all
residence halls close on Tuesday, Nov. 25 at 6 p.m.
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Let's do more for non-Catholic students
To the Editor:
"As a Catholic University [Fairfield University] welcomes those of all beliefs and
traditions who share its concern
for scholarship, justice, truth, and
freedom, and it values the diversity which their membership
brings to the university community " - Fairfield University Mission Statement
I am writing to express
my concern over the way that the
needs of our campus non-Catholic communities have been neglected. From my membership
with Kadima, I have become more
sensitive to this neglect. Our
Jewish, Protestant, Muslim,
Hindu, Buddhist brothers and sisters all share the values of our
Mission Statement, yet their spiritual needs seem to be insufficiently regarded at this University.
Because the vast major-

ity of our students are Catholics, foster in [the university commuand because their needs are met nity] ethical and religious values
so admirably by Campus Minis- and a sense of social responsibiltry, that majority would tend to ity."
overlook the members of our camWe could arrange for
pus who are not Catholic. There Jewish Shabat services or for
are five Catholic Masses on Sun- Muslim worship on Fridays. We
day and only one Protestant ser- could "rotate" Protestant minisvice. At that service, all the Prot- ters coming to campus each weekestant faith communities have to end, so that each faith community
worship together in Unitarian can be attended to. There are
fashion, erasing the distinctive- many other steps we could take,
ness of their own traditions.
and I invite all members of our
In the "Protestant Min- community interested in this speistry" section of the Campus Min- cial issue of diversity to contact
istry booklets, we find a picture of me, so that we can begin to work
two Catholic students. The Prot- together.
estant community was never asked .
We must open our
if they had a picture they wanted hearts, minds, ears, eyes, and arms
there. For their part, Jewish stu- to embrace all people equally and
dents have Kadima, but as far as I fully. If we fail in this, we fail as
can tell, there is no Muslim, Hindu, a university, and more imporor Buddhist service on campus. tantly, we fail the people who
Our students have to look outside keep that community alive.
their own campus for spiritual
nourishment.
Peace and justice,
Our Mission Statement Thorn Pattavina '98
also states as an objective "...to

Town resident responds to Kristy
To the Editor,
I would like to respond
to John T. Kristy's letter in the
Nov. 6 issue of the Mirror. Mr.
Kristy's letter is full of both misrepresentations of fact and ignorance of the record of RTM members.
His sentence regarding
the "affront to every citizen in
District 4 who pays taxes to support the whole town government"
neglects to mention the
$ 1,000,000 plus the town receives
in PILOT funds from die State.
These payments are in
lieuoftaxes. That's pretty healthy
support of the "whole'1' town government. Kristy also fails to
mention the economic impact of
3,000 students on the town merchants.
The denigrating question, "What is their motivation to
run for office other than to protect Clam Jam or improve their
resume?" further exemplifies his
bias and misunderstanding regarding student RTM members
or the students in general.
I served on the RTM for
eight years - six of them as Chair-

man of the subcommittee on Education. I was fortunate enough to
have Fairfield University students
Chris Pilkerton, Chris Knauf, and
Chris Cipriano serving on the committee. I also had many occasions
to interact with Jim O'Connor,
Andrew Knauf, and Director of
Residence
Life,
Henry
Humphreys.
Each of these representatives were always prepared, informed and ready to vote intelligently on every item before Town
Meeting. They were generally
better prepared than many of the
full-time resident representatives.
One of my obligations as
the Chairman of a committee was
to convey the consensus of the
majority of the partisan caucus to
the Republican Committee members. The student representatives
would often vote against the party
in many instances, if they felt it
was the proper vote. They never
blindly followed any line.
Incidentally, I attended
over 100 meetings as a member of
the RTM and I must say 95% of
the issues were not remotely related to the University. During
my tenure on the RTM, I recall

seeing John Kristy at less than
five meetings.
I was very proud to serve
with the representatives who came
from the campus, because they
were a credit to themselves, the
students, the University, and to
our Town. I also have a son in
college and my wife and I would
never assume to advise him where
or how to exercise his right to
vote.
As a young adult, he is
certainly able to decide whether
to register in Fairfield or in New
York State, where he attends college. I believe he voted in Fairfield
by absentee ballot because, being
a student in a university whose
campus is in the City itself, the
atmosphere is one of cooperation.
The City realizes what
the University does for them culturally and economically and
doesn' t attempt to pass ordinances
abridging the constitutional rights
of their students or citizens.
We only do that in
Fairfield.
Karl Kery
Former RTM Member
Full-time resident

Baker will lecture tonight in the Oak Room
To the Editor:
For almost 20 years, I
have been teaching Chemistry
of the New Nutrition that focuses on optimal nutrient intake. Some people have mental and physical problems that
result from not enough of the
right chemical nutrient or too
much of the wrong chemical in
their bodies.
Physicians who understood this source of these
health problems are of great
value to the patient and society.

Sidney M. Baker, M.D. is such a
physician and is coming to speak
to my students on Thursday, Nov.
20 at 7:30 p.m. in the Oak Room.
Dr. Baker as Medical
Director of the Gesell Institute
for Human Development in New
Haven pioneered in resolving
chronic health problems by focusing on the chemical environment of his patients. Baker is
especially interested in children
with learning disabilities or autism which can have a chemical
component. The lecture is open

to all and is free.
Optimal health is dependent upon the optimal chemical content of the body. You will
aid yourself, your friends, and
most of all your prospective children by attending Baker's lecture. Some students tell me that
my course is the most useful one
that they take at Fairfield. Baker's
lecture will be the most useful
one that some hear at Fairfield.
Don't miss it!
John MacDonald
Professor of Chemistry
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SALSA President responds
To the Editor:
This is in response to the editorial
by JoAnn Gometz and her "advice to
AHANA." To begin, I would like to thank
JoAnn for attending the Annual Chris Love
Awards Banquet, but unfortunately she
missed the entire focus of the program. As
she "glanced around the room, gazing upon
a sea of proud, multi-hued faces," she
obviously did not see the struggle behind
the victory.
She failed to realize how difficult
it is for AHANA students to cope with the
homogeneous atmosphere at Fairfield,
where you are the only person of color in
your class, the only person of color in your
floor, yes, the only Black, Hispanic, Asian,
or Native American surrounded by people
not like you. People with different likes
and dislikes, different language, different
culture, different foods.
The culture shock is immense for
most AHANA students upon leaving their
homes, which are usually communities
reflecting their heritage, to one that not
only does not acknowledge it but is unwilling to learn. Considering such extremely
strenuous and oppressive circumstances, I
ask of you, Ms. Gometz, to attempt a 3.5
GPA. Only when you have dealt with such
stressful and difficult circumstances can
you even begin to question the awards

banquet held by the Multi-Cultural Center.
Due to space and cost, the
AHANA banquet was restricted to those
recipients and their families. However
ALL AHANA events are open to ALL
university students, faculty, and staff. Every
event is publicized campus-wide with open
invitations. Again, her assumptions that
white students are not invited is unsubstantiated and completely false.
Her theory that FUSA leaders
were not wanted only highlights her ignorance of the AHANA community's interaction with FUSA. We work closely together and receive much support for our
events. If she personally has not found the
time to extend herself, do the student body
a favor and do not imply that others share
your sentiments. She also overlooked the
fact that our clubs are not only open to the
entire university community but that our
invitation has been accepted. On behalf of
SALSA, almost 50% of our members are
non-Hispanic, andUmoja'sexecutiveboard
holds 2 non-AHANA students. So much
for her assumption that our clubs are the
"everyone but white folks club." It remains to be seen where she has contrived
her information.
To contest to her suggestion that
we "take things a step further," I would like
to take a moment to remind her of some of
our past events. The AHANA groups have

been actively endorsing lectures, buffets, cultural events, socials, meetings,
trips to Yale and the like, ALL open to
Fairfield students, ALL publicized, and
ALL concluded with phenomenal success. If she did not find the time to take
herself "a step further," don't pass the
blame onto us. We as leaders in the
AHANA, as well as Fairfield community are working diligently through the
Multi-Cultural office and FUSA to see
that diversity and unity are achieved on
campus. We need not have our efforts
undermined by her false accusations and
unsubstantiated claims.
Her repeated insults to the
AHANA community will not be tolerated. The derogatory term used "AHANA
on display" and the misnomer "Cultural
Relations Week" both merit an apology.
We do, however, feel her springtime
multicultural fair is a great idea and we
nominate her as chair, to create, plan, and
implement this wonderful event. We
would love to see how many nonAHANA students she can recruit to participate. A little advice from a long time
leader: It's easier said than done.
As President of SALSA, I personally extend to her an invitation to
attend our weekly meetings, held Thursdays at 5:45PM in the Multi-Cultural
Center. The office of Multi-Cultural

Relations also eagerly awaits a visit considering how determined she is to achieve diversity and unity on campus.
I think it is important to voice your
opinion when you have something intelligent to say. I feel if you have valid claims,
they need to be made. However, since her
accusations are grounded in nothing more
than her ignorance, she should have thought
• her letter through before embarrassing herself and the university.
Needless to say, she were quick to
judge where it was not her place to do so. I,
as well, have a final comment directed towards JoAnn and any who share her sentiments. Before you judge us, our clubs, or our
achievements, you'd better have accurate
information, for without it you have no
grounds to accuse us of reverse racism.
Funny, I never see AHANA stu-.
dents walking with their heads down. We
walk with our chin in the air because we
know we can and will continue to reach our
goals in education and in life. Our whole
lives we have preserved through racism and
discrimination. I speak not only for myself,
but for much of the AHANA community
when I say that the only ones who should be
walking with their heads down are those with
such ignorant convictions as she.
Bianca Borrero-Alicea
SALSA President

Getting well is our responsibility
JoAnn Gometz
Contributing Writer

The topics of my conversation
have been severely limited in the last week,
which has provided me with the opportunity to present some ideas that are very near
to my heart. I would like to take this
opportunity to let all of you know about
those ideas in this, an open forum that is
supposed to increase discussion and debate.
I wrote last week that I am one of
the "ghostly" on Fairfield's campus. To
some people, this makes me an unfriendly
competitor, while to others, it makes me a
"safe" co-conspirator. I am neither.
Right now, I am a messenger who
is not afraid to address issues that are unpopular, infrequently addressed, and often
swept under the rug. To me, though, that
means addressing these problems from all
sides, because all sides have a role, especially in issues like race unity.
I addressed perceptions of
AHANA last week, and received varied
responses. Now, I'm going to talk about

what I try to do, and what people like me
(the ghostly) need to do, in order to increase multicultural relations.
The majority of students at
Fairfield are in their comfort zone, with a
protective circle of people around them
that prevents them from having to deal with
the rest of the world in more than measured
doses.
It's exceptionally easy to go to the
inner city and work with people outside of
that comfort zone if we don't have to stay
there. It's easy to encourage minority
students in high schools to believe that they
can do anything, regardless of their circumstances, if we can go home afterward
and never be threatened.
Most likely, we do not really know
what it's like to be the only student of our
color in a classroom where some of our
fellow students have never sat next to someone like us. There is such a thing as "white
privilege," or the inherent advantages of
being the racial majority.
While we should not feel the need
to apologize for its existence, we do need to
recognize that it exists, and deal with the
problems that it creates. That means get-

ting out of the comfort zone.
We need to strive for maturity
in stepping out of the protective circle
that prevents us form dealing with realities of our society. The responsibility of
eliminating racism and achieving race
unity is not something that is reserved for
one group or another.
Because of this responsibility,
we should question such things as why
the minority presence on Fairfield's campus appears to be heavily weighted towards cafeteria workers, maintenance
workers, groundspeople, and sanitation
staff.
To improve multicultural relations at Fairfield requires an increase in
minority teaching staff, and an equalization of majority and minority-held positions in all fields. We, as the majority,
should desire these improvements, as
they would greatly improve our own
quality of education and understanding.
We need to take time to learn
about someone else's culture and perception. We need to get up from our
comfortable chairs and step out of our
comfortable groups, and build friend-

ships with people who are black, Asian,
Hispanic, or generally unlike ourselves. We
shouldn't content ourselves with being segregated by our actions and our attitudes.
The administration at Fairfield has
aresponsibility to help facilitate this process
of interaction between majority and minority
students. The first way that I see this being
done is by recruiting a more diversified majority population.
By recruiting more lower class or
lower middle class, urban and rural students
from more varied religious backgrounds, the
groundwork will be laid for a more fully
diversified student body. It will also make it
a lot more difficult for anyone to stay in their
comfort zones. When we are confronted by
real, evident, inescapable multiculturalism
in oUr everyday lives, then the furtherance of
race unity will become an everyday opportunity.
I want to leave you with a thought
that is written on a sticker prominently displayed in my parents' home, "Racism: Our
National Disease. Getting sick was not our
fault, but getting well is our responsibility."
Removal of the messenger in no
way removes the message.

FUSA VP responds to last week's letter
To the Editor:
As with much of the debate over
multiculturalism and diversity there is a
plethora of misinformation and stereo types
which hinder the overall process. Unfortunately, JoAnn Gometz's article served to
not only further many of these stereotypes
but was filled with a great deal of misinformation.
Many of the points that she raised
easily could have been checked prior to the

writing of her article, but for a reason
unknown to me, she failed to do so. Therefore, I would like to take this time to clarify
a few details for her. Please note that I will
not speak about every aspect of her article,
simply because there is too much to be said,
and I would like to give space to those
students who were more personally affected by her opinions on an obviously
unfamiliar topic.
First, she mentioned the AHANA

Awards Dinner, known to many of us as
the Chris Love Dinner. She noticed that
none of "the leaders of the general student population" were present. Specifically, she mentioned FUSA and its absence.
If she considers that neither myself, nor the FUSA president, were invited to the dinner, then the reasoning
behind our absence becomes clear. However, there were members of FUSA who

were present and receiving awards that
evening. While they may not have been the
figure heads of the various .branches, these
students are exemplary members and student
leaders even if they lack more "official titles".
Secondly, she remarks that now is
the time for AHANA to integrate. She suggests that this could be done through a
"multicultural fair or a race unity walk". My

Continued on p. 10
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Don't punish students for others' vandalism
John O'Dea
Staff Writer
When any damage is done to a
residence hall, the cost of the repairs is
charged to the students living in the hall. It
is understood by students that you should
not cause damage to your hall. Nobody
wants to mess anything up if they are going
to have to pay for it later. Td paraphrase an
old saying, you don't defecate where you
eat.
When something happens to a
residence hall, I know something must be
done. I understood that the students must
take responsibility for their homes. It is not
our responsibility, however, to act in place
of security. Earlier this year, theelevatorin
Regis was vandalized to the point where it
could no longer be used. Someone decided, probably in a drunken stupor, to
burn the control panel and all of the buttons. They destroyed the call buttons on all
of the floors and the doors.
This act was probably not committed by a resident of Regis Hall. It was

probably someone who didn't have to pay
for his or her actions. The total to repair the
damage was estimated at just under $ 10,000.
This, in addition to the $3,000 in other
damage to windows, screens, and bathrooms will be divided among the residents
of the Hall. Those residents are being
punished for the idiotic actions of an individual who will most likely not face any
punishment.
I do not think that this system of
payment is fair. If the damage is done by a
resident, that person alone should be made
• responsible. The fact is, most of the damage wouldn't be done by a resident of the
hall, but a visitor. I understand that it is
difficult to determine who the guilty party
is. I also understand that finding the culprit
is not my job. It is Security's.
Two large coffee tables were stolen from the Regis lounge in the beginning
of the year. The large tables could not have
been able to take without some effort. It had
to have taken some time, yet security never
saw a thing. Security is willing to sit in an

unmarked van and watch the parking lots
early in the evening. Why aren't they
sitting there late at night when most of the
damage is done?
Will Taylor, '00, said, "If the
school wants to pay me to stand and watch
the door, then I will. If they don't, then it
isn't my job." This is a sentiment shared by
most residents. I know I should report what
I know to security or an RA, but why am I
to be punished if I don't know?
To have to pay $10,000 because
someone is a moron with no conscience is
ridiculous. I would gladly turn in whoever
vandalized the elevator. I would love to
bring him to security myself. I could save
a lot of money that way but I can' t. Most of
the people in Regis don't now what happened, yet they will be penalized anyway.
This is true of all the residence
halls. Most of the vandalism done in a hall
is done by someone who doesn't live there.
It is unfair that everyone must pay for a few
people's stupidity. It is my sentiment that
if security did a better job late at night, the

amount of damage would increase. More
importantly, if students would have some
consideration for their school or the school
they are visiting, a lot of these problems
would solve themselves.
Residence hall damage is something we all have to deal with. Those of us
who live in the dorms have a responsibility
to one another. We must respect each
others homes. Nobody wants to pay for
someone else's stupidity, but we will have
to so long as there is nobody who will step
forward.
We are not responsible for the
actions of our fellow students. We are
obliged to do whatever we can within reason, but beyond that it is not our problem.
By charging residents for the damage in
their hall, the university makes it our problem. It is unfair to hold us all responsible.
We cannot be everywhere. It is Security's
job to watch and protect our interests. We
should not be held responsible for these
moronic actions. We shouldn't be punished, either.

Conroy continued
Continued from p.9
understanding is that she wants to discourage "AHANA on Display", which she
says is achieved through Cultural Relations Week. Once again she is misinformed.'
First of all, Cultural Relations
Week is a slang term that the Mirror
misquoted and began using for what is
traditionally called Cultural Celebrations

Week. This is a time once a semester
where all cultural groups are invited to
present any aspect of their culture to the
university. This event, sponsored and
facilitated by FUSA, is done with no specific guidelines. It is solely an opportunity for a cultural group to show what
makes its culture unique. For the past
celebration all cultural groups that are
recognized by COSO were invited. While
the predominate response was from

AHANA student groups, the French Club,
the Greek Club, and Kadima (which has
recently gained a seat on the AHANA
Student Council) participated. The process of diversity is a difficult struggle and
on-going. Those of us who are committed
to the idea of diversity understand the
struggle before us. Although, for true
diversity to be achieved EVERYONE must
work together. The idea of AHANA students or clubs having to integrate is silly.

Assimilation is not what the idea of diversity is all about.
I hope that JoAnn can see the
efforts that are being made to dismantle
the cultural divide that exists on this
campus and in this world. However, I am
sure it is very difficult to see this if you
always walk with your head hanging
down.
Daniel Conroy
F. U.S.A. VP of Multicultural Relations
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Brian Kelly
Staff Writer
If you liked Tom Acousti a
couple of weeks ago, then the upcoming
show at the Levee featuring Dave Binder
is foryou. On Nov. 22 at 10 p.m., Binder
will be showcasing one of his "Best of
compilation shows.
For the past eighteen years,
Binder has been traversing the country,
stopping at campuses almost exclusively,
singing and playing his Ovation Adamis
guitar, to the backup sounds of...his
studio? Anyone who saw his show at
Fairfield last year will remember what I
am talking about. (Seniors - remember
that rained out picnic we had freshman
year, that ended up being held in the
cafeteria? That guy playing The
Ramones' "Sedated" was Dave Binder.)
Rather than play Simon and Garfunkle,
James Taylor, Jimmy Buffet, Eagles cov-

ers, and his original folk tunes alone, he
enlists the aid of his DAT (digital audio
tape, for those of you confused by New
Brown Hat's album title last week in the
Mirror) sampler and pre-MLDI drum
machine. He basically records an album
in his digital home studio (twelve track
ADAM system) before he tours. Playing all of the parts, thanks to modern
technology, he then removes the tracks
containing his voice and guitar, which
he plays live. Synchronize the whole
works, and folk music gets a technological treatment.
For his four releases, however,
he enlisted the aid of other musicians.
His two CD's are called "Can't Look
Back" (1990) and "Dave Binder Plugged
In" (1994). Both will be available at the
show tomorrow night. He also has two

cassettes, called Live '91 and Live '93.
These were recorded at various shows
on college campuses. His albums are
on his own record label, called Roommate Records, with publishing done by
BMI.
Binder has been playing solo
for his entire life, except for a rock band
in high school. Once he received his
Degree in Music as a voice major and
studied classical guitar at UMASS in
Lowell (then University of Lowell,) he
began his lifelong trek. He travels
alone except for his dog Pasha who has
been as road rugged as he has been,
having traveled with him for twelve
years. This brings about a certain
amount of exhaustion in traveling, as it
is often that he drives six or seven hours
a day, only to set up, play, break down,

and then drive to the hotel. But he loves
it all the same. All that he does is tour. On
the phone he joked about how his solo
career is the logical choice. "I never have
to worry about other people - I always
show up to the gigs, and I can't break up
with myself."
The one place his schedule allows him to call home is Kingston, NH. In
fact, as the years go by, he is finding
himself staying closer to home. He is not
criss-crossing the country as much anymore, though every now and then a flight
to California is in order. But other than
that, he now stays in the Northeast, not
going further south than Virginia. To find
his home on the Internet, go to http://
www.campusacts.com/davebinder.

Jane's Addiction kicks off reunion tour
Paul Alexander
Staff Writer
Now that the long awaited Jane's
Addiction reunion tour is underway the
band has released their first album since
1991. The new album is called "Kettle
Whistle" and contains some rare live recordings, studio outtakes, and demos as
well as one all new track.
The band is supporting the album
with the "I-Itz M' My Party" tour featuring
three of the four original members of Jane's
Addiction as well as Flea from the Red Hot
Chili Peppers on bass.
The talk about a Jane's Addic-

At The Beach

tion reunion began this past spring when
Porno For Pyros joined with Dave Navarro
and Flea to perform at the premiere of
Howard Stern's "Private Parts."
Singer Perry Farrell and.drummer
Stephen Perkins, who are currently in Porno
for Pyros, reuniting with guitarist Dave
Navarro who is now with the Red Hot Chili
Peppers sparked the idea that a reunion
could be possible even though all the band
members denied the possibility of such an
event.
Fortunately for all Jane's Addiction fans Farrell, Perkins, and Navarro got
together with Flea in the recording studio
and began to make a new song called "So
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What." "So What" is the only original
back and have a good time now instead of
track on "Kettle Whistle" although the
jumping around and playing Beruit when I
back cover of the album claims to feature
hear it," Peter Rider '98 said.
four new tracks.
A studio out take version of "Had a
The album actually contains
Dad" featuring churchbells in the background
three lesser known tracks called "Kettle
of the chorus of the Nietzschean classic is
Whistle," "My Cat's Name is Maceo"
also included on "Kettle Whistle", as well as
and "Slow Drivers" that have been redemos of "Ocean Size" and "Mountain Song".
corded in a studio for the first time, but
The album cover is compiled of newspaper
will be familiar to die hard fans because
clippings about the
of their presband and a nude
ence on Jane's
drawing of Farrell's
OtHOS'OUT-TAWS,
bootlegs and
wife Casey Niccoli
15TRACKS
set lists. The
(making it three alRECORDING
band showed
bum covers in a
that the time
A LIVE Ai
row).
' !» - !
off has not
On the inside
hurt their mucover of the album
sic or their unis a long statement
.predictable
by
Henry Rollins
nmow
style. On "My
about his personal
TWO SSI
Cat's Name is
love for Jane's AdIAN 26
\ ACOUS
Maceo,"
diction. Rollins
Avzxp
Jane's plays
does more than just
with the repraise the band. He
nowned saxoshows the band's
p h o n i s t
importance to a
Maceo Parker.
musical revolution
This is an unthat brought music
usual move for a band that has been
out of the hair bands of the 1980s to where it
classified as hard rock.
is today.
Included among the live selecThis is a nice showing of respect
tions on "Kettle Whistle" are high qualcoming from one of the band's peers. Rollins
ity versions of the hit songs "Jane Says",
described a Jane's show, "As good as live
"Stop", "Whores", and the eleven minute
music gets. ..That's why putting out this record
epic "Three Days". A studio out take of
is a damn good idea." "Kettle Whistle" may
"Been Caught Stealing", the bands only
also serve to appease the fans who were
chart topping single, is featured on the
unable to get tickets to the shows at the
album. "The new version is a lot melHammerstein Ballroom which sold out in
lower than the old one. I just wanna kick
less than six minutes.
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Voila! Fairfield goes French
Taste the pleasures of Paris at Bistro Voila
Lynn Andriani
Staff Writer
Ah, Paris. The Louve and its
masterpieces...Notre Dame... the Eiffel
Tower... artists on the Pont des Arts...
grand, sweeping boulevards... crusty baguettes and buttery croissants. While
some of the above mentioned pleasures
of the City of Light may be hard to find
in Fairfield, it is possible to indulge in
one Parisian delight without leaving
town. The Bistro Voila' and the Patisserie
Marie-Antoinette on Reef Road have
recently opened and are ready to serve
Fairfield residents a taste of Paris.
The restaurant/bakery opened
in October, a few buildings down from
the Firehouse Deli. It occupies the space
that once housed Timothy's Ice Cream,
which closed over a year ago much to the
dismay of some students. However,
Voila' promises to keep sweet-lovers
happy. Kerri Kivlan '98 misses
Timothy's homemade ice cream and
waffle cones. However, she has found
that a good French pastry can satisfy her
cravings. "I have difficulty driving by
Marie-Antoinette without stopping by
for one of their tasty croissants."
Anne Bollinger '98 said, "when
I have a glass of milk in hand, my other
hand gets bored. I need to pick up a pain
au chocolat in the other. Besides it
makes me look pretty chic." The pastry
shop offers sweets that can make one

feel as if one were in a true, patisserie
francaise. Among the delicacies available
are: croissants (plain, almond, and chocolate), Napoleons, fruit tarts, chocolate
mousse, baguettes, rolls, cakes and cookies. The bakery also takes special orders for
birthdays and festive occasions, and will
soon have sandwiches, soups, and quiche
available for takeout.
While the bakery takes up the back
of the building, the front of the building is

brie cheese, which comes with (French)'fires
and salad ($6) or a simple salad nieoise
(salad with tomatoes, green beans, olives,
eggs, and tuna; $8.50).
For dinner, more extravagant offerings tempt diners. The chefs roasted pork
loin with apples and cider ($16.50) is a good
choice for a cold winter evening, as is the
grilled filet mignon with red wine shallots
sauce or green peppercorn sauce ($ 18.50). A
typical French dish, Coquilles Saint-Jacques

"When I have a glass of milk in hand,
my other hand gets bored. I need to
pick up a pain au chocolat in the other.
Besides it makes me look pretty chic."
occupied by the bistro Voila'. Open for
lunch and dinner, the restaurant serves up
veritable French cuisine. Voila's menu
parallels that of a Parisian bistro, with typical dishes mixed in with chefs specialties.
For lunch, classics like onion soup ($5) and
croque monsieur sandwiches (ham sandwich with melted cheese on top; $5.50) are
sure to please eaters with all kinds of palates. For lunch, an agreeable choice is the
baguette sandwich with Parisian ham and

features sauteed sea scallops with garlic,
tomato, herbs, and white wine ($ 18.50). Other
favorites on the menu include seared filet of
salmon ($17.50), frog's legs ($18.50), and
chicken with a mushroom sauce ($15.50).
Altogether, Voila's dinner menu is perfect
for a special meal, made even better when
complemented with a glass of wine.
Desserts at Voila' are, in a word,
magnifique. Try the profiteroles (puff pastry
filled with vanilla ice cream and hot choco-

In the Levee...
Friday, Nov. 21 @
9 pm
Division Street

late sauce), home made chocolate mousse,
or a tarte tatin (France's answer to good
of American apple pie). One of Voila's.
most interesting dessert options is the ile
flottante (floating island). A merengue
of egg whites and sugar forms a real
island that floats amid a pool of rich
vanilla-flavored cream. Topped with
caramel sauce, this dessert is the perfect
ending to a wonderful meal.
The atmosphere of Voila' contributes to the Parisian experience. The
celebrated French singer Edith Piaf s
songs can be heard, and the walls are
decorated with paintings of Sacre-Coeur
Basilica, the Champs-Elysees and the
Arc de Triomphe. Occasional shouts can
be heard from the kitchen, as the chefs
calls out orders (in French, bien sur).
Fortunately, the employees are not so
Parisian that they aren't polite to their
customers. The staff at Voila' is pleasant
and ready to please even the pickiest of
diners. Pastry Chef Fabrice Denis is very
happy with his bakery's success. "I think
it's wonderful that Americans can appreciate fine French food. Bon appetit!"
So next time you are overcome
with an urge to visit Gay Paree, know that
you don't have to go far. MarieAntoinette and Voila' are ready to make
you feel as if you went to France for an
afternoon or an evening, without the jet
lag.

Saturday, Nov. 22
10 pm
Dave Binder
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Get Sidetracked
John Griffith
Co-Assistant A&E Editor
Sidetracks. The name suggests
its location next to the railroad tracks.
Inside the restaurant, located at 2070
Post Road in Fairfield, all the old depot
memorabilia suggest that you may be in
the train.
Customers go to Sidetracks for
the delicious food. Much more than this,
they go for the pleasant, easygoing atmosphere. Joan, a Bridgeport resident and
frequent Sidetrackie, said, "We come
about twice a week to see our friends and
visit with the nice people who come
here."
Peter, also of Bridgeport, agreed
with Joan adding, "There is a warm feeling here, a home away from home type of
atmosphere."
Sidetracks attracts people of every background. Dave Burger, a bartender at Sidetracks for the last 12 years
said, "The bar crowd is diverse with
people from 21 years old up to their mid60's coming here to enjoy themselves."
Customers seated in the dining
area include everyone from families to
friends to couples. For those who are not
21 or choose not to drink, bear right upon
entering the restaurant and a casual dining experience is ahead. A fire burning in
the fireplace sets the tone immediately to
give diners that home away from home
feel.

A menu selection of just anything awaits hungry eyes and even hungrier stomachs. Choose from steaks,
sandwiches, salads, and stir-fry to ribs,
burgers, soups, and a variety of appetizers.

Hurry with the menu because these
old train signs from across the country are on
the walls waiting for a pair of hazelnut brown
optic receivers to cast a glance their way.
Yes, even some of those Monopoly railroad
property signs are on the walls.

The identity of Sidetracks can
be found all over its walls. Hardrock
Cafes have guitars and Planet Hollywood has some hat from a 1957 movie,
but Sidetracks has vintage railroad depot signs.

Be careful while walking around
looking at the signs because a railroad crossing light constantly flashes as though a train
is immediately approaching. Although one
has never interrupted a Sidetracks customer
and their meal, there is a first for everything.

The dining area is separate from
the bar creating the opportunity to enjoy a
nice quiet dinner without having to deal
with bar-goers who may have had a few too
many of Burger's concoctions.
If you are craving alcohol or desire to socialize, bear left upon entering.
The Cheersesque island bar serves over 20
selections of beer, as Burger and his colleagues do their best Sam Malone imitation.
The bar has no special nights, such
as ladies night, but with happy hour from 47 p.m. and the tasty appetizers (Sidetracks
"legendary" nachos are highly recommended) no such nights are needed.
According to Burger, "During the
week, we get a good steady crowd of all
ages.'' If a younger crowd is appealing,
Burger said, "Come on Friday. That is our
'younger crowd' night. This bar is definitely a starter-bar crowd. We are busiest
from 9 p.m. until midnight. People use us
for a few drinks before moving on to a
party."
So don't show up at 11 p.m. expecting to meet a bunch of new folks.
Sidetracks is a place that can easily be enjoyed by everyone. Come for the
food, come for the drinks, come to socialize, or come because you have absolutely
nothing better to do.
Whatever the reason, come and
try out Sidetracks. Just don't stay at the bar
too long because soon enough you will feel
like you have been hit by that train.
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Huskies boot women's soccer Pilots fly by men's hoops in
from NCAA tournament
season opener
Paul Pennelli
Staff Writer

The Fairfield University
women's soccer team appeared to be
unbeatable until it met one of the best
teams in the country this past Monday in
the first round of the NCAA tournament.
Fairfield's opponent was the University
of Connecticut, a team that has shown
spectacular talent throughout its season,
and came a victory away from winning
the Big East tournament earlier this
month.
In its own right, Fairfield has
compiled an 18-3 record, and is both the
regular season and tournament champions of the Metro Atlantic Athletic Conference. Fairfield also notched victories
over big-name schools including Yale,
Mississippi, and Colgate in non-conference match-ups. But despite Fairfield's
obvious strengths, UConn had too many
weapons, and the Huskies eventually
emerged victorious by a score of 3-0.
The first half began with both
teams matching-up evenly. Fairfield had
four corner kicks and numerous other
scoring opportunities. UConn struck first
with a goal in the 39th minute on a bizarre
play. After a Huskie player served a ball
from the left side that fell dangerously
close to the touch line, another UConn
player flipped the ball from the touch line
over the crossbar, and back into the field
of play. Many of Fairfield's defenders
appeared to think that the ball was out of
bounds. The officials, however, disagreed, and the flipped ball was headed
into the net by UConn, giving the heavilyfavored Huskies a 1-0 lead going into the
half.
"I was definitely pleased with
our play in the first half," head coach
Maria Piechocki said. "At halftime, I
told the team that now we know we can
play with this team."
In the second half, UConn made
some positive adjustments, and Fairfield
lost its wind advantage. These two
changes made for a much tougher half for
the Stags. UConn began to hold the ball

longer in the midfield, then work the ball
up the right side to forward Sarah Wahlen,
who played an extremely strong game
for the Huskies. Once UConn notched its
second goal of the game in the 64th
minute, Fairfield changed its personal
slightly in a final attempt to generate
more offense. Unfortunately, the Stags
deflected a ball into their own net in the
74th minute, which would prove to be the
final goal of the game.
Overall, Fairfield went to great
lengths to stick to its game plan, which
consisted mainly of taking UConn's
backfield head-on. Scouting reports suggested that these defenders were prone to
giving up balls. The Huskies combated
this approach by keeping the ball in the
midfield more, and this generated more
shots. Goalkeeper Anne Lyons, who had
a spectacular game, was kept very busy
due to this increase in shots, especially in
the second half.
"Anne really had an amazing
game," Piechocki said. "If I had to name
an MVP for that game, it would probably
be Anne."
With the 3-0 loss to UConn, the
longest season in Fairfield women's soccer history, one that spanned a period of
three months, has finally come to a close.
Fairfield's run to the NCAA tournament
will hopefully attract some much-deserved attention for the Stags, in addition
to national visibility from a recruiting
standpoint. But the Stags will certainly
miss the presence of their senior tricaptains as they look to repeat this year's
success next fall.
"I don't think our tri-captains
(Kelly Hurley, Mary Ann Sadowski, and
Marybeth Creigh) could have done anything better this season," Piechocki said.
"They have set a great example for our
younger players which will certainly help
them in the future."
Their future begins in nine
months with the start of the 1998 season.
But the 1997 Stags will always be remembered for setting a new standard
against which all future women's soccer
teams at Fairfield will be judged. * .

BradTarr
Assistant Sports Editor
Okay, so maybe the magic that wisked
the Stags all the way to the near-upset of
Dean Smith's North Carolina Tarheels in
last year's NCAA tournament, didn't
quite make the trip to Portland. But
considering the fact that the 72-55 loss
came in Fairfield's first game of the
season and it took place approximately
3,000 miles away from the hallowed hardwood of Alumni Hall, there's really no
reason to panic.
Ten Stags saw playing time and despite posting a dismal .408 field goal
percentage, there were some bright spots.
Sophomore standouts John Tice and
Andy Buzbee both finished with 11
points, which was tops among all Fairfield
scorers. In fact, not only were they the
only two Stags to finish in double-digits
in that particular category, but they were
the only players on Fairfield's roster that
had more than one field goal to their
credit at the half.
One thing you could say about
Fairfield's surprisingly low total of 55
points is that the point distribution was
fairly well balanced with nine players
scoring at least one point, including Shane
Miller, who returned to the court for
Fairfield after missing nearly all of last
season due to an injury. Miller finished
with six points.
"It's nice to have Shane back, because
he's experienced. He's been through the
ups and downs, and he's an excellent
leader to boot," junior center Mike Horan
said. "But the fact of the matter is that
he's still not 100 percent."
The two areas where Fairfield
struggled the most were three point shooting and turnovers. The Stags Were only
able to muster a 2-12 performance (. 167)
from beyond the arc. Only junior cocaptain Kyle Commodore and Tice were
able to register one three pointer apiece.
And as far as turnovers go, 17 of the

photo: Steve Smith & Sports Info.
Shane Miller had six points in his first
game in nearly a year.
Fairfield's disappointing total of 28,
came in the first half.
Obviously these are correctable problems, but the Stags don't have long to regroup before their next game, which
happens to be tomorrow night against
the Bears of Brown University in the
first game of the AT&T Shootout which
is being held right here at Fairfield. The
Stags have a solid nucleus of players due
to the fact them are returners from last
year. Therefore there is little reason to
doubt that the Stags will be strong contenders for the MAAC championship in
1997-98.
Horan virtually echoes those beliefs
when he states that "even though we're
young and were picked fifth in the
MAAC in the pre-season polls, I believe
we are going to surprise a lot of people.
We're going to prove our doubters
wrong."

MAAC champion volleyball team vaults-to NCAA tourney
Brad Tarr
Assistant Sports Editor
Perhaps it was the fact that co-captain
Liz Bower, when asked in the beginning of
the year what the team's goals were,
wouldn't tell me for fear of being jinxed.
Or maybe.it was the fact that they have
busted their butts in the gym for hours on
end over the last three months. It could
even be attributed to the way they pulled
together near the end of the season despite
the fact that one-third of their roster was
out with injuries. However, in my mind,
the most logical explanation is that it was a
combination of everything mentioned
above as well as a number of other things
that factored into the Stags becoming
MAAC tournament champions last Sunday.
The decisive victory came at the hands
of the St. Peter's Peahens, a team which the
Stags defeated in a thrilling, five-set match
in late October. And perhaps more importantly, this win meant an automatic berth
into the NCAA tournament which will be
held in December. Who and where the
Stags will be playing is unknown at the
moment and it will not be revealed until 5
p.m. on Nov. 30th.
It wouldn't have been surprising if the
Stags' morale was running a little low
heading into the tournament. Even though

they were possessors of a very impressive
23-9. record, including a 9-0 mark in the
MAAC which was good enough to earn
the regular season conference championship, they were, still losers of fiye straight
matches dating back two weeks.
"Even though they hadlost five straight,
they were very focused going into the
tournament," head coach Todd Kress said.
"At practice on Saturday, the girls were all
business. I had told them, and they agreed,
to take the tournament one point at a
time."
, After rolling over tournament host
Siena in straight sets on Saturday, the
Stags set their sights on St. Peter's, and
bringing the championship trophy back to
1073 North Benson Road on Sunday.
When the match finally rolled around, the
play of the Stags was very reminiscent of
the way they have a played all year. They
were, in a word, unstoppable.
Bower '00, posted 36 assists for the
match and has accumulated well over
1,300 for the season. Sophomore cocaptain Jen McLaughlin, Bower's partner
in crime, teamed up with classmate
Melanie Bussanich, as well as freshmen
Conine Carlson and Machel Craig to lead
the Stags' offensive charge. All of them
garnered seven kills apiece with the exception of Carlson who finished the match
with nine to her credit.

Defensively, every Stag had at least one
dig, but no one registered in double-digits
for this particular category. It's not often
that a team will fail to have at least one
player in double-digits for either digs or
kills, especially in a victory. However, the
bottom line is that Fairfield simply didn't
have to. In just about every category, the
statistics were distributed fairly evenly
among the Stags which is further evidence
of how well the team gels. When the dust
settled, Fairfield had destroyed St. Peter's,
15-6, 15-6, and 15-4, and the celebration
began.
. .
H ,
"After the second set, I reminded the
team about the events that transpired the
last time we played St. Peter's," Kress said.
"In that match, we found ourselves down
two sets right off the bat, but we came back
to win. The message that I was trying to
convey was for them to avoid becoming
overconfident in that final set and to realize
that anything could happen."
Kress viewed the post-match excitement as being a highly emotional time for
the team. He believed that the victory was
especially beneficial because it took a tremendous amount of pressure off of the
girls'.
"It meant everything for us to win,"
Bower said. "It represented everything
that we have worked for since last season.
We piled on one another after we won. It
was unbelievable."

"The win was fabulous. ,It was an
exhilarating feeling after the match,"
McLaughlin said.
In terms of conference awards, the Stags
just about cleaned up in every category.
McLaughlin was the tournament Most
Valuable Player, while Liz Cassinelli '01
and Carlson received all-tournament honors. For the year, Carlson was voted MAAC
rookie of the year, and Sara Lein '01,
McLaughlin, and Bower made first-team
all-conference. Roundingout.theawards,
Kress was named MAAC coach of the year
for 1997.
"Todd puts his whole self into our program. He really cares about us. We play
through him in a way," Bower said.
McLaughlin echoed her teammate's statements by saying that, "during the final
match he was so intense and focused. In
two years he has turned this program completely around. He definitely deserved to
win the award."
The Stags played virtually error-free
against the Peahens and hopefully that will
carry-over into the NCAA tournament.
Unfortunately all the Stags can do now, in
addition to continuing to practice and prepare, is sit and wait. But rest assured, when
they do finally play, they will make the
university proud. And that wouldn't be
anything new considering the fact that the
Stags have made a habit of doing it all
season long.
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Fr. Leeber reflects on athletics at Fairfield
Joseph Marcello
Co-Commentary Editor
(Editor's note: Forty years ago, when the
Rev. V. Leeber, S.J. founded the sports
program at Fairfield University, he had
little idea it would grow into a program of
twenty-on different intercollegiate sports
and that some teams would win MAAC
championships, go to the NCAA playoffs,
and that the program would eventually
include a Division I football team. In the
following story, Father Leeber reflects on
those early days and on how the program
has grown.)
Back in 1947, the Fairfield Saint
of Robert Bellarmine was a fledgling institution with one class of 303 students, 200
largely undeveloped acres, and no sports
program. Fr. Victor Leeber, S.J., then a
young Jesuit scholastic, sensed that a sports
program was lacking, and approached the
University' s president, Fr. James H. Dolan,
S.J., to discuss the possibility of a sports
program at Fairfield.
"Those students pay good money,
$200 a semester, and they deserve a sports
program!" Leeber recalls telling Dolan.
"Can you win all of your meets?" Dolan
asked him.
Leeber assured Dolan that, although it would be virtually impossible to
win every athletic competition, the teams
would certainly do everything they could
to win.
Leeber, realizing that Fairfield's
200 acres could accommodate an excellent cross-country course, mapped out a
course, put arrows on the trees, and established and coached a cross-country team,
Fairfield's first athletic team. The team's
first victory came in its first meet, against
Providence College, an event in which
some of the runners admittedly got lost on
the new course in the sprawling campus.
The sports program took off from
there, and Fr. Leeber has always been a
part of it. Football Head Coach Kevin
Kiesel noted that Fr. Leeber is also the
founder of Fairfield's football program.
"Fr. Leeber is our No. 1 football fan," he
said.
Members of the Fairfield coaching staff cite Fr. Leeber's enthusiasm and
dedication when speaking about him. Basketball Head Coach Paul Cormier, who
works with Fr. Leeber each year, said "Fr.
Leeber is one of the most committed and
compassionate priests I have ever met.
He's given up hours of his time to tutor the
students. At his age, he might just want to
relax, but he still has energy and he's still
very willing to help."
A member of Fairfield's original
faculty, Fr. Leeber is one of 12 children.

photo: Sports Info.
He decided to enter the Society of Jesus at
the age of eighteen. He was ordained to the
priesthood by Richard Cardinal Cushing at
Weston, Mass. in 1953.
After his ordination, Fr. Leeber
studied and earned a Ph.D.. in Spanish
Literature and Culture from the University
of Madrid. After he earned his doctorate,
Fr. Leeber returned to Fairfield in 1957
and served as a professor and eventually
chairman of the Department of Spanish.
Father Leeber also moderated and coached
numerous teams, and today still serves as
chaplain to the basketball and football
teams.
When asked what he thinks about
Fairfield's athletic program fifty years after he founded it, Fr. Leeber says, "Well,
we' ve certainly come a long way. Fairfield
University has grown and excelled, and
today we have 21 varsity intercollegiate
sports - with gender equality."
"When I think of Fr. Leeber, I
think of his compassion, his ability to look
at a human being, to see their goodness,
and to bring it out," Coach Kiesel observed. "He's a real mentor to the students.,
When Father was unable to make the St.
John's game because he was witnessing
the marriage of his niece, the players led a
pre-game prayer in honor of him. The
players really feel Father's compassion
and kindness."
That may be the true legacy of the
founder of intercollegiate athletics at
Fairfield University.
"Today, our program included
sports like soccer, tennis, and lacrosse sports we never dreamed of back then," Fr.
Leeber said. "Fairfield University is certainly giving its sister school Boston College and Holy Cross a run for their money."
Despite Fairfield's progress, the
school still has a long way to go before it
reaches Dolan's initial and lofty goal.
In the early days, when Fairfield
was just getting started, Fr. Dolan envisioned that Fairfield would become 'the
Notre Dame of the East.' "No," Father
Leeber objected, "Notre Dame will be the
Midwest's Fairfield!"

Home games
Ice Hockey vs. Iona
Friday, 8:30 p.m.
Women's Basketball vs. Lafyette
Tonight, 7 p.m.
Free t-shirts, come early because there is a
limited number
Men's Basketball vs. Brown
Friday, 6:30 p.m.
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of the Week
Rob Curtis

Jen McLaughlin

Curtis, a junior
from Hanover,
MA, scored
three goals and
had three assists
in the ice hockey
team's 14-0 win
over Villanova
in the season
opener. For his
efforts, Curtis
was named
ECAC NorthSouth player of
the week.

McLaughlin, a
sophomore from
Cincinnati, OH,
had 20 kills and
18 digs as the volleyball team beat
Siena and St.
Peter's en route tc
the MAAC cham
pionship. Her
MVP performance helped
Fairfield clinch its
first appearance
in the

Women's hoops just misses
in Miami
Michael Nagy
Staff Writer
Last season, the Fairfield University women's basketball team finished with a record of 18-9, the
program's best mark in five years. The
Stags placed second in the Metro Atlantic Athletic Conference with a record of
11-3. However, the year came to a
difficult end when the team was beaten
by Niagara 79-70 in the first round of
the conference tournament.
This year's Stags.have the talent to make fans forget about the heartbreaking defeat that was suffered at the
hands of the Purple Eagles. Four starters are returning, including the preseason MAAC co-player of the year,
Jessica Grossarth, and pre-season second team all-MAAC pick Page Driscoll.
"We lost some leadership and
size to graduation," Driscoll said, "But
we still have a lot going for us."
Grossarth, a six-foot senior
shooting guard from Howard Beach,
NY, poured in 19.2 P.P.G., 5 R.P.G.,
and 4 A.P.G. But Grossarth is just one
of the many weapons the Stags possess
this season. Driscoll, a six-foot senior
small forward from Devon, PA, averaged 15 P.P.G, and 6.4 R.P.G. last season. She also finished in the top 10 in
the MAAC forblocked shots. Fairfield's
third senior, Chantel Williams, a 5-8
guard from Irvington, NJ. Williams,
who averaged 9.6 P.P.G. last season,
was explosive coming off the bench and
should fill the same role for this year's
team.
The seniors are complimented
by a talented group of underclassmen.
Cindy O'Connor, a 6-4 junior forward
from Vienna, VA, started all but one of
the team's games last year while averaging 6.7 P.P.G. and 5.4 R.P.G.
O'Connor will provide the team with

size and experience in the front court.
Last season's point guard, Jen
Natale, also returns to the Stags in 1997.
The junior from Washington Township,
NJ, started every game last season and
averaged just over 3 A.P.G. Natale may
be forced to play even more minutes this
year due to the injury to backup point
guard Stacey Briscoe. Briscoe tore her
right ACL in preseason practice and will
miss the entire season.
: The Stags also boast a talented
group of sophomores and freshmen. Gail
Strumpf, a 6-3 freshman from Beacon
Falls, CT, should start at the center position, while 6-3 sophomore Allison Thorne
should also receive many minutes up
front.
With a wealth of experience and
talent returning, it is easy to see why the
Stags were picked to finish first in the
MAAC pre-season coaches poll.
The team opened its
season last Sunday in Southern Florida
by giving Big-East powerhouse University of Miami all it could handle before
losing, 87-66. The Stags trailed 64-59
with under seven minutes left to play in
the game before the Hurricanes went on
a 23-7 run to close the contest.
"We played better than the score
indicated," Nolan said. "Their quickness
got the best of us; they broke us down.
We have to take better care of the ball."
The Stags held an early 20-13
lead with 12:05 left in the first half, with
Grossarth scoring eight points and
Driscoll chipping in six during an 18-4
run. Grossarth led the Stags with 20
points for the game. Driscoll had 14
points and five rebounds..
Despite the opening game setback, this year's Stags should have an
outstanding season. Fairfield plays its
home opener against Lafayette at 7 p.m.
in Alumni Hall.
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Stags show no respect for For what
the Holy
it's
Football team tops St. Peter's 38-34 to
worth
finish the season 7-3

Rick Thomson
Sports Editor
Although it probably
wasn' t heard in Fairfield county,
there was an offensive explosion in Jersey City this past Saturday that rang from end zone
to end zone of St. Peter's
Cochrane stadium.
The Fairfield University football team piled up 424
yards in total offense and
tailback Shearrod Duncan
rushed for 124 yards and two
touchdowns as the Stags topped
the Peacocks 38-34 in their season finale.
"We knew St. Peter's
had a great offense," head coach
Kevin Kiesel said. "But their
defense was God-awful. But
we kept them in the game because of turnovers."
Fairfield turned the
ball over seven times, the final
of which led to a St. Peter's
touchdown with just 3:25 left to
play, giving the Peacocks a 3431 lead.
But Steven Hadley returned the ensuing kickoff to
the St. Peter's 30-yard line, and
on the next play, Duncan
rumbled 30 yards for the gamewinning score.
With Saturday's victory, the Stags put the finishing
touches on a 7-3 season, a vast
improvement from the 1 -8 mark
Fairfield posted in its inaugural,
1996 season. It was the 11th
greatest turnaround in Division
I-AA history.
"We were all driven
and directed to putting together
that first winning season,"
Kiesel said. "There's so much

Rick Thomson
Sports Editor
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Shearrod Duncan had the game winning TD against St. Peter's.
athletic talent on this team,
and this year's sophomores
have provided great leadership. They realize that it's
their program, and they certainly deserve what has resulted from all of their hard
work."
Against St. Peter's,
the Stags jumped out to a 2814 lead following a five-yard
touchdown run by quarterback
Jim Lopusznick with just 1:45
left to play in the first half. But
St. Peter's marched back down
the field and pulled to within
seven points in the waning moments of the half on a 31 -yard
touchdown run by Peacock's
running back Tom Reali.
The Stags bumped
the lead back up to 10 points
on a 36-yard field goal by Ja-

son Butsch midway through the
third quarter. But St. Peter's
jumped back on top after it
turned two Fairfield fumbles
into 13 points to open up a 3431 lead late in the fourth quarter. Thirty second's after St.
Peter's claimed the lead for the
first time in the game, Duncan
got it back for the Stags with his
second touchdown of the game.
The Peacocks tried to rally back
one more time, but the Fairfield
defense forced a fumble and
ended St. Peter's hopes of a
comeback.
"The kids played with
a lot of desire," Kiesel said.
"Both sides really went at each
other. But this victory shows
the most important thing we' ve
. learned this year - What it takes
to win."

Hockey whips Wildcats
Matthew Payne
Staff Writer
The Fairfield University ice hockey team began its
run at the ECAC North-South
Conference championship with
a pair of league wins this past
week. After a two year absence
from the playoffs, the Stags
have their sights set on gaining
a postseason berth.
Fairfield cruised to a
14-0 victory against an overmatched Villanova squad on
Nov. 9. Junior assistant captain
Rob Curtis had three goals and
three assists in the first period
to set the tone for the Stags.
Senior forward Ryan Murray
wasalsoabig contributer, as he
scored one goal and assisted on
four others. Tim Viens, a freshman forward, also had an impressive showing in his first

Gobble up these Turkey day suggestions

collegiate hockey game, scoring
once and compiling three assists. Junior John True and
Sophomore Rory Murray split
the time in the goalie position
and both looked sharp in preserving the shutout.
The Stags second game
was on Nov. 11, when they faced
another ECAC North-South
member, Western New England
College. This victory was not as
easy as the season opener, but
true made 33 saves and junior
forward Bill Coughlin had two
goals as the Stags topped Western New England 4-2. Fairfield
sealed the victory by kill two
questionable penalties in the final five minutes.
Fairfield
hosted
Bentley in its home opener this
past Friday in front of a big crowd
at the Wonderland of Ice in
Bridgeport.

"I was pleased to see
so many students out cheering
for the team," head coach Mike
Doneghey said. "I hope it continues for future home games."
Unfortunately, the
Stags could not come up with a
victory for the home crowd, as
Bentley outlasted Fairfield 64. Murray was the top scorer
for the Stags with one goal and
one assist.
Curtis gained league
recognition for his play this
past week, as he was named
ECAC North-South player of
the week for his efforts from
Nov. 7-14.
Fairfield will be back
in action tomorrow, as they take
on Iona at the Wonderland of
Ice. The Stags will then hit the
road and face-off with a talented Quinnipiac squad on Saturday.

With the month of November moving towards a close, it's
getting close to that special Thursday that, for me, consists of binge
eating, laying around, watching football, and carefully telling relatives
about all the good my parent's tuition money is going towards here at
Fairfield University. If you haven't already guessed it, I'm talking about
Thanksgiving, the day on which the Pilgrims and the Indians got
together a few centuries ago to share a good meal and give thanks for,
well, a good meal I guess.
As I belly-up to the dinner table for this year's version of the
annual feast, I will be thankful for a number of things. First of all, I'm
thankful for my health, my family, and my friends. I'm also thankful that
it looks like I' 11 be able to write for The Mirror for the rest of my life since
I'm having a hard time finding post-graduation employment. Another
thing for which I would like to give thanks is the cold temperatures. Now
I can finally break out my new winter coat, gloves, and hat for those long
walks from the far ends of the overcrowded parking lots to the classrooms.
But when the pressure is on at the Thanksgiving dinner table
and it's your turn to talk about what you're thankful for, I have a couple
of suggestions that could help get you through this mind-wrenching
ritual. You can tell you're relatives about how you're thankful for the
opportunity to donate your money to help that poor, little ocean vineyard
on Reef Road. Maybe they'll even feel moved enough by you're
philanthropic ways to give you some cash, which you can forward, on
their behalf, to this worthy cause. But for the sports nuts in the family,
you might want to give thanks for the success that Fairfield University
athletics have enjoyed this fall. In case you haven't been keeping up
with things, I' 11 explain how I plan on telling my relatives all about how
I'm thankful for what has arguably been the most remarkable three
months of athletic prowess in Fairfield history.
First, when my Aunt Sara, who once got a red card in a high
school soccer game for executing a bicycle kick on another player's
head, asks me about women's soccer at Fairfield, I' 11 be proud to say that
the Stags not only became the first MAAC school to complete the league
season with an undefeated record, but also reached the NCAA tournament for the first time in school history.
My Uncle Pete will probably speak up next and inquire about
the tennis teams at Fairfield. Although Uncle Pete vowed to never play
tennis again after fatally wounding a line-judge with a 200-mile per hour
serve, I'm sure he'll be thankful when he hears that no life-threatening
injuries were incurred as the women's tennis team took home its sixth
consecutive MAAC title and the men's team won its third league title in
the last four years.
Grandpa Al, who still carries around the turkey leg his Polk
High School football coach gave him for scoring four touchdowns in a
Thanksgiving'Day game, will surely want to know if the Fairfield
football team was able to improve on its 1-8 inaugural season this fall.
When he hears about how the Stags avenged several blowout losses
from 1996 and finished up with a 7-3 overall record in 1997, a huge smile
will definitely pop-up on his semi-toothless face. He'll also be sure to
tell all his buddies at the Sunday night bowling league drink-up that his
grandson's school rugby team won the New England Southern Conference title and advanced to the New England Rugby Union Division II
championships.
Next, my Cousin Roy, who once played an entire round of golf
with a seven-iron because he and his caddy broke all of the other clubs,
will want to know how the Fairfield golfers made out this fall. I' 11 be sure
to tell him that I'm thankful that each of the players had enough selfcontrol to refrain from abusing their clubs in the MAAC championships,
as they edged out Loyola for their first-ever league title.
Finally, there's my family's volleyball junkie, my tall, but
uncoordinated, Aunt Gabriela. Despite being 6-foot-6, Auntie G.
couldn't spike a bowl of punch, although she'd never admit it. But she
will certainly jump out of her seat and her head will probably hit the
ceiling when she finds out that the Fairfield women's volleyball team
won its second consecutive MAAC regular season title and advanced to
the NCAA tournament for the first time in program history.
Well, now you have all the information you need to make the
"What are you thankful for?" portion of this year's Thanksgiving dinner
a little more exciting for the sports fans in your family. But on a more
serious note, the fact that my family, as weird as they may seem, has
given me the opportunity to attend what is, for the most part, a pretty dam
good school in Fairfield University is something for which I will always
be thankful. So this Thanksgiving, be sure to tell all the relatives who
helped get you to where you are today just how much you love and
appreciate them. After all, Christmas is right around the corner.

